Parametric Etudes


For Yamaha’s Disklavier





I.  Assigned Register      1


II.  Developing Fifths      11


III.  Linear and Vertical Polyrhythms      14


IV.  Parametric Variations on a Theme Adapted by Rachmaninoff      21


V.  Octaves in Motor Rhythm      43








Technical requirements...


This set of etudes requires one Yamaha Disklavier 


and one disk of the Five Parametric Etudes.





About the Music...


In writing this set of Disklavier pieces, my intentions were write a set of highly focused studies while at the same time, learning how to write effectively for the Disklavier.  Each study, or etude, focuses in on a few musical parameters.  





The first etude focuses in on assigned registers.  I divided the keyboard up into three registers:  high, middle, and low.  The high register was assigned irregular rhythm and harmonic intervals of minor seconds and major sevenths.  The middle register was assigned one-line, lyrical melodies.  The low register was assigned extremely fast motor- rhythms (64th-128th notes mostly).  The second etude focuses in on the development of a melodic sequence of fifths.  The third etude focuses in on linear and vertical polyrhythms which, in a thick texture, sound like one single blur of sound.  The fourth etude is a theme and variations.  The theme is varied in such difficult ways that only a Disklavier can manage to accomplish them.  The fifth etude looks at what can be done to a theme when only one rhythm and one texture are used.


