





Before enrolling at SJSU, Jeff Myers had already composed a piano concerto, numerous piano pieces, and begun a symphony.  Now, he is studying composition with Dr. Brian Belet and has learned the advantages of writing for small ensembles.  He has currently written for piano trio and fulfilled a commission to write for cello and piano.  Beside the usual piano pieces, he has also written some pieces for Disklavier (a computerized player piano) which received praise at last year’s Montage Concert at SJSU.  Jeff writes in a variety of styles ranging from traditional to contemporary and hopes to enjoy a career in composition for a variety of media.








Images for Cello and Piano was recently composed for this recital.  There are two movements, Prisoner of the Night and Visions and Delusions.  Prisoner of the Night depicts dark images that create a nighttime atmosphere; the main voice in this movement is a “prisoner” of these dark images and fails to ever escape them.  Visions and Delusions does the opposite by travelling through various images, starting at stark reality and moving farther and farther away into an unreal state of euphoria.  However, many interpretations can be made--choose your own.













































































(program notes) - Clarisse’s Song for Piano





Clarisse’s Song was composed last year for my girlfriend.  It expresses a transitional time in her life, a time where she overcame an era of depression and confusion--the time that we met.  Clarisse’s Song will pull you inside and show you her sadness, subtle joys, anger, and her final triumph over depression.  This is music on an emotional level--listen with your heart.





(program notes) - Parametric Etudes for Disklavier





The Parametric Etudes are a set of short studies in composition that each focus on individual aspects of music (parameters).  The first study, Assigned Register, divides the keyboard into three registers or ranges:  low, middle and high.  These three registers are each assigned specific characteristics:  extremely fast rhythm, melody, and irregular rhythm.  Developing Fifths starts with a theme and proceeds to manipulate it in various ways.  This recycling of the theme results in a very cohesive texture.  Linear and Vertical Polyrhythms creates such a fluid, messy texture that the listener can hear changes, but can’t anticipate them.  Octaves in Motor Rhythm takes the listener on a lightning fast ride to remember.  This set of studies is a work in progress, there will be more to come in the future.











Clarisse’s Song for Piano    (written and performed by Jeff Myers)








Parametric Etudes for Disklavier  (written and operated by Jeff Myers)





1.  Assigned Register


2.  Developing Fifths


3.  Linear and Vertical Polyrhythms


5.  Octaves in Motor Rhythm












































Applicant:  Jeff Myers  (510) 796-9129








Prior Studies:  I am enrolled at San Jose State University and study composition under Dr. Brian Belet.  I have also studied under Professor Allen Strange for a semester.	 I began to compose early on, but didn’t get serious until I was a junior in high school.  I taught myself the fundamentals of tonal composition, notation, and orchestration in order to realize my musical ideas.  Within a short time, I had already composed numerous piano pieces, a piano concerto, and begun a symphony.   I enjoyed playing my compositions at talent shows and people’s homes, but not until I began to study at SJSU did I begin to get the performances that I enjoy now.








Background / Experience:  I write in a variety of styles ranging from traditional to contemporary and hope to enjoy a career in composition for a variety of media.  Currently, I’m writing a piano trio for the SJSU New Music Ensemble and have fulfilled a commission to write a cello piece (Images) for the (April 4, 1997) recital of Rebekah Ahrendt of the Fiori String Quartet.  Beside the usual piano pieces, I’ve written some pieces for Disklavier (a computerized player piano) which had received praise at last year’s Montage Concert at SJSU and will be played at this year’s Composer’s Concert at SJSU along with Clarisse’s Song from Op.3.








School Compositions: 1995-present





SC 5  Images for Cello and Piano (commission) 


SC 4  Psychosis for Piano Trio (vln, vc, pno--two of three movements completed)


SC 3  Parametric Etudes for Disklavier (four out of five completed)


SC 2  Prelude to a Storm for Piano, Cello, Alto Sax, and Percussion


SC 1  A Moment of Oblivion for Piano





Traditional Compositions: 1994-present





Op.6  Piano Pieces (8 finished, more to come) 


Op.5  “Prelude to Armageddon” Sonata for Piano (three movements, ca. 45 min.)


Op.4  Symphony no.1 (unfinished)


Op.3  Clarisse’s Music for Piano (four solo piano pieces)


Op.2  “Fantasyland” Piano Concerto / Tone Poem (three movements, ca. 45 min.)


Op.1  Early Works for Piano (a collection of my first six completed compositions) 




















Jeff Myers   (510) 796-9129


Born:  8-11-77 in Hayward, CA


602-03-3022





Prior Studies:  I started out self-taught in composition, but now I go to San Jose State University and have studied under Dr. Brian Belet and Professor Allen Strange.  I’ve also  studied piano with Professor Curry.





Title / Performances:  Images for Cello and Piano was commissioned for the (April 4, 1997) recital of Rebekah Ahrendt of the Fiori String Quartet





School Compositions: 1995-present





SC 5  Images for Cello and Piano (commission) 


SC 4  Psychosis for Piano Trio (vln, vc, pno--two of three movements completed)


SC 3  Parametric Etudes for Disklavier (four out of five completed)


SC 2  Prelude to a Storm for Piano, Cello, Alto Sax, and Percussion


SC 1  A Moment of Oblivion for Piano





Traditional Compositions: 1994-present





Op.6  Piano Pieces (8 finished, more to come) 


Op.5  “Prelude to Armageddon” Sonata for Piano (three movements, ca. 45 min.)


Op.4  Symphony no.1 (unfinished)


Op.3  Clarisse’s Music for Piano (four solo piano pieces)


Op.2  “Fantasyland” Piano Concerto / Tone Poem (three movements, ca. 45 min.)


Op.1  Early Works for Piano (a collection of my first six completed compositions) 



























































	Images for Cello and Piano is an expressive work for solo cello and piano accompaniment.  There are two movements, Prisoner of the Night and Visions and Delusions.  Prisoner of the Night depicts dark images that create a nighttime atmosphere; the main voice in this movement is a “prisoner” of these dark images and fails to ever escape them.  Visions and Delusions does the opposite by travelling through various images, starting at stark reality and moving farther and farther away into an unreal state of euphoria.  However, many interpretations can be made--and, as in all of the arts, none are definite.







































































Information Sheet








Name:  Jeff Myers


Address:  4854 Garnet Cm., Fremont, CA  94555


Telephone:  (510) 796-9129


Fax:  (510)  791-8336


E-mail:  jeffmyers@hotmail.com


SCI affiliation:  student member


Performers available:  Possibly for Images, not possible for Psychosis





Titles of Scores:  


Images for Cello and Piano  (ca.11 minutes) composed in spring of 1997


This piece was commissioned by a student performer for her senior recital.  I chose to call it Images due to its vivid and evocative sounds.  The first movement, Prisoner of the Night, depicts dark images that create a nighttime atmosphere; the main voice (cello) in this movement is a "prisoner" of these dark images and fails to ever escape them.  The second movement, Visions and Delusions, does the opposite by traveling through various images (or visions), starting at stark reality and moving farther and farther away into an unreal (delusional) state of euphoria. 





Psychosis for Piano Trio  (vln, vc, pno)  (ca.12 minutes) composed from fall of 1996 to spring of 1997





Psychosis was written for the New Music Ensemble at San Jose State University.  The title reflects the strange and convoluted psychological intensity of the music.  It is in three movements.  The first movement, Polyphrenia (many minds), is fast and rhythmic.  Performers get to exploit their individuality along with their togetherness.  The next movement, Nyktos Argolas Ekstasis (night serpent trance), is a bit more programmatic.  The music is supposed to sound like a ‘trance’ that the ‘night serpent’ is putting the listener under.  In order for this movement to make sense, the listener must listen ‘out of focus’.  The final movement, Kataigis (hurricane), is fast and rampant.  Like a hurricane, it is very chaotic; rhythm and harmony are convoluted and blurred resulting in a violent and furious texture.














	Jeff Myers is currently a junior at San Jose State University.   He has studied composition with Brian Belet and Allen Strange and piano with Cherie Curry.  He has currently been writing for small ensembles and solo performers.  His works have been played throughout California.  His interests include writing idiomatically for Disklavier (a computerized player-piano) and exploring new ideas in music.  Jeff has helped to shed light on his work by presenting his music to students in forums and music classes.  He enjoys performing in concert as a pianist and vocalist playing his and other student’s works along with the standard repetoire.





	To reach me:





	Jeff Myers


	4854 Garnet Common


	Fremont, CA  94555  USA


	tel: 510-796-9129


	fax: 510-791-8336


	email: jeffmyers@hotmail.com  or  jeffmyers@home.com


	
























































Jeff Myers





Name:  Jeff Myers


Address:  4854 Garnet Common, Fremont, CA  94555


Telephone:  (510) 796-9129


Fax:  (510)  791-8336


E-mail:  jmyers@msn.com





Areas of Interest:


Writing idiomatically for Disklavier (computerized player-piano), exploring new sounds on traditional instruments.





Education:  


Currently a junior at San Jose State University, School of Music and Dance, San Jose CA.  Studies in progress toward a B.M. degree with emphasis in Composition.  Studies composition with Dr.Brian Belet.  Studies piano with Cherie Curry.  Works composed for piano, Disklavier, small ensembles.  Anticipated graduation:  Fall 1999.





Affiliations:  


Society of Composers (SCI)  1996 - present





Major Compositions:


1997    	Images for Cello and Piano * commission *


	  	Performance:


		  	Rebekah Ahrendt’s Senior Cello Recital  -  Spring 1997





1996-1997      Psychosis for Piano Trio (vln, vc, pno)





1996-1997      Parametric Etudes for Disklavier (a work in progress)


		Performances:


			SJSU Montage Concert  -  Fall 1996


			SJSU Student Composer’s Concert  -  Spring 1997





1995-1997     “Prelude to Armageddon” Sonata for Piano 





1995-1996      Clarisse’s Music for Piano 


		Performance:


			SJSU Student Composer’s Concert  -  Spring  1997


1994-1996     “Fantasyland” Piano Concerto / Tone Poem (pno, orchestra)





Presentations:


Spring 1996	Presented the Parametric Etudes at an SJSU Student Composer Forum. 


Fall 1996	Presented Psychosis at an SJSU Student Composer Forum.


Spring 1997	Lectured on the Parametric Etudes to a SJSU theory class 


		(Music Systems 4) for three class meetings.





Performer Experience:


Piano and vocal performances of contemporary to classical repertoire.





















































Information Sheet








Name:  Jeff Myers


Address:  4854 Garnet Cm., Fremont, CA  94555


Telephone:  (510) 796-9129


Fax:  (510)  791-8336


E-mail:  jeffmyers@hotmail.com


SCI affiliation:  student member


Performers available:  Possibly





Psychosis for Piano Trio  (vln, vc, pno)  (ca.12 minutes) composed from fall of 1996 to spring of 1997





Psychosis was written for the New Music Ensemble at San Jose State University.  The title reflects the strange and convoluted psychological intensity of the music.  It is in three movements.  The first movement, Polyphrenia (many minds), is fast and rhythmic.  Performers get to exploit their individuality along with their togetherness.  The next movement, Nyktos Argolas Ekstasis (night serpent trance), is a bit more programmatic.  The music is supposed to sound like a ‘trance’ that the ‘night serpent’ is putting the listener under.  In order for this movement to make sense, the listener must listen ‘out of focus’.  The final movement, Kataigis (hurricane), is fast and rampant.  Like a hurricane, it is very chaotic; rhythm and harmony are convoluted and blurred resulting in a violent and furious texture.
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Name:  Jeff Myers
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Fax:  (510)  791-8336


E-mail:  jeffmyers@hotmail.com


SCI affiliation:  student member


Performers available:  Possibly





Images for Cello and Piano  (ca.11 minutes) composed in spring of 1997


This piece was commissioned by a student performer for her senior recital.  I chose to call it Images due to its vivid and evocative sounds.  The first movement, Prisoner of the Night, depicts dark images that create a nighttime atmosphere; the main voice (cello) in this movement is a "prisoner" of these dark images and fails to ever escape them.  The second movement, Visions and Delusions, does the opposite by traveling through various images (or visions), starting at stark reality and moving farther and farther away into an unreal (delusional) state of euphoria. 








